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It’s been an honor and privilege to have been
accepted to this one of a kind training course
sponsored by JICA, KIC and the Kobe City
Fire Bureau. My first ever training
conducted with such precision, punctuality
and accuracy. My salute to all the
organizers of this training: Ms. Fukiko
Gotouda, Program Officer, JICA Kansai
Disaster Reduction Learning Center; Fire
Lieutenant Nobuhito Ohtsu, Community
Disaster Prevention Support Team of the
Kobe City Fire Bureau; Ms. Aiko Baba and
Ms. Chisato Tango, Program Coordinators,
International Training Division of KIC,
Ms. Mayumi Shirahata and Ms.

Miyuki Ishibashi, Training Coordinators

and to
who have provided us with excellent
translations and assistance throughout the
duration of the Training.

All the Lecturers came so prepared and
answered all our questions and clarifications
with high degree of professionalism. We've
been to so many places and it’s always so
heartwarming to be received by the
communities with warmth, sincerity and

The BOKOMI organizations

we have visited are very inspiring, who

friendliness.

despite their age, they are very active and
I had

an up-close and personal experience with

willing to let us experience the drills.
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the communities of Kobe during the Outdoor
cooking and to me, this makes Kobe City
very unique among the rest of the Cities of
Japan — its people.

Our trip to Tohuko was extraordinary as we
were exposed to recovery and rehabilitation
efforts after a disaster. It was so depressing
and unthinkable seeing all the ruins
however, I was so humbled by the

admirable  positive  spirits of  the
communities towards recovery. They have
lost some of their family members, and yet
this did not deter them to tell us what they
frightful

Their desire

went through during that
afternoon of March 17, 2011.
to share us their stories, no matter how
painful it was for them was so overwhelming.
What hit me was their emotional and
psychological strength and stability to speak
again and again of what happened and what
lessons they've learned from the disaster
including Family relationships, that we
should always endeavor to maintain close
communication with our family members
because we would not know when disasters
would hit. Moreover, instead of complaining,
the communities remain patient, tying to
live each day with new hopes, very
inspiring! They are a good example of

resilient communities.



On the hand, the

Prefecture trip is a perfect example of

other Wakayama
disaster preparedness both in infrastructure
(Hirogawa-cho and

Tanabe City). The story of the “Fire of Rice

and education/drills

Sheaves” was so moving. It made me

realize that even during the 19th Century,
disaster preparedness, quick response and
recovery were already practiced through the
examples of Hamaguchi Goryo (Gihei). The
seawalls built through cash for work so
people can still continue to live each day
after the disaster stood firm, un-wavered by
the threats of disasters.

This Training has not only enriched me with
knowledge, but it has also awakened in me
the deep sense of responsibility to introduce

and work on the establishment

community-based disaster risk management
in my Province, Bohol and hopefully the

entire Philippines to achieve disaster

resilient communities, espousing self-help
and mutual help.

Thank you JICA and all the Japanese
people!
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I would like to thank JICA, KIC, the Kobe
Fire Services, and also the Government and
people of Japan for allowing me the
opportunity to train in Japan and to meet
and interact with the people.

I was very impress with the level of
professionalism on my arrival, but especially
the helpful nature of the people I came into
contact with. The course facilitators made it
very easy for me to adjust and the lecturers
were all very knowledgeable of their subject
areas, and were able to answer the many
questions put to them. This course was
extremely timely for me since my country
has been seeking to enhance its community
disaster management programme it allowed
me the privilege to learn about the Japanese
community disaster programme. from which,
communities in my country will benefit. The
training, observation and material received
will be a great asset to improving the
community’s disaster programme in my
country.

The visits and interaction with member of
the BOKOMI’s in and around Kobe was
most important, this gives us the privilege of
very important discussions and exchange of
experiences. This part of the training
Inspires me to get more people of age and
in the community

the young involved

disaster management programme. 1
enjoyed the many formal and informal
discussions I had with the people of Japan,

underneath the formal well structured focus
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on work, school and other activities the
Japanese people enjoyed life and living with
family well being at the centre of their lives.
Let me say a very special thank you to all
involved for the experience, the enhance
knowledge and the benefits that my country
will enjoy as a result of this JICA training
opportunity. (Démo Arigatd gozaimasu).
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